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Alameda County Reinforces Fireworks Ban in Unincorporated Communities

Alameda County, Calif. - The Alameda County Sheriff's Office is reminding residents that all
fireworks, including those marketed as “safe and sane,” are prohibited in unincorporated
Alameda County.

To enhance public safety and reduce risks associated with fireworks, a new Alameda County
ordinance (Ordinance #2026-14) will take effect on July 2, 2026. The ordinance strengthens
enforcement measures by establishing administrative fines and expanding accountability to
include individuals who use fireworks, as well as property owners, tenants, and hosts who allow
fireworks activity to occur on property under their control.

Fireworks pose significant threats to the community, including fires, serious injuries, property
damage, environmental pollution, and disruptions to neighborhoods. Fireworks-related incidents
also place additional demands on firefighters, law enforcement personnel, emergency medical
responders, and other public safety resources.

Under the ordinance:

o All fireworks are prohibited in unincorporated Alameda County, including those labeled
“safe and sane.”
e Administrative fines may be issued to violators:
o $500 for a first violation
o $750 for a second violation
o Up to $1,000 for third or subsequent violations
e Violators may also be subject to criminal enforcement, including citations or arrest, when
appropriate.
e Property owners, tenants, and hosts may be held responsible if fireworks activity occurs
on public right-of-way or property they own, rent, occupy, or control.

The ordinance applies to all persons residing in, visiting, or otherwise present within the
unincorporated communities of Ashland, Castro Valley, Cherryland, Fairview, Hayward Acres,
San Lorenzo, Sunol as well as the unincorporated areas of Livermore and Pleasanton.

The Alameda County Sheriff’'s Office encourages community members to celebrate responsibly
and help keep their neighborhood safe by reporting fireworks activity.

To report fireworks activity, call: (510) 667-7721
For additional information, visit:

https://library.municode.com/ca/alameda county/ordinances/code of ordinances?nodeld=142
8339
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